Barrett's oesophagus--are British gastroenterologists denying their patients prevention of malignant change?
Adenocarcinoma of the lower oesophagus is rapidly increasing in industrialised countries. The importance of Barrett's oesophagus is because of the potential for it to progress to oesophageal adenocarcinoma. It has a strong correlation to chronic GORD. Symptomatic patients or those with a long segment, if dysplasia is present or the patient is under 50 years of age, should be offered anti-reflux surgery. Patients may be denied the procedure by some gastroenterologists